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26 July 2012 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  16 JULY 2012 
 
I am writing to provide you with a short report on the EU Agriculture and Fisheries Council 
meeting in Brussels on the 16 July 2012.  The report is attached. 
 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the European and External Relations Committee, 
for information. 
 
 

 
 
 
STEWART STEVENSON  



 

AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  16 JULY 2012 
 
July’s Council covered a range of agriculture and fisheries items.  This was the first 
Agriculture and Fisheries Council under the new Cyprus Presidency and  Mr Sofoclis 
Aletraris, the Minister for Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment of Cyprus, 
presided. 
 
Agriculture 
 
The session began with Mr Aletraris outlining the proposed Presidency work programme 
for the next six months.  He noted that the reform of the EU agriculture and fisheries policies 
are among the priority tasks of the Presidency.  In respect of the CAP, the Cyprus 
Presidency hoped to reach a Partial General Approach by the end of the year.  It was also 
hoped that agreement would be reached with the European Parliament on the proposals 
concerning transitional measures for direct payments and the wine sector.  In respect of the 
CFP, the Presidency intends to promote simplification and coherence with other relevant EU 
polices and will look to progress all three parts of the reform package (the Basic Regulation, 
the Common Market Organisation and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund).  The 
Presidency will also organise the work in relation to the end of year fisheries negotiations.  
Outside of the CAP and CFP, Mr Aletraris noted that the Presidency will start the 
examination of the Commission proposal for the New Animal Health Law, the Revision of the 
Official Controls, the new Plant Health regime and the new Marketing of Seeds and 
Propagating Material Regulation.  Additionally, the Presidency will work on the revision of the 
Hygiene Package and carry forward work on the proposals for the Electronic Identification of 
Bovines and the voluntary labelling of beef and the new Pet Regulation.  
 
Two orientation debates on CAP were held: 1) on the risk management elements of the 
proposal to support rural development; and 2) on the crisis measures included in the 
proposal for a regulation establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural 
products (Single CMO regulation).  In relation to rural development the majority of 
delegates agreed that in light of the challenges facing modern agriculture risk management 
has become essential for farmers.  There were however mixed views on how such 
management should be implemented; while a number of Member States supported the 
Commission’s proposal, which focuses on measures available through the second pillar, 
others expressed concerns that measures, such as the income stabilisation tool, would 
require too high a level of funding and would absorb too large an amount of their national 
envelope at the expense of other measures. Such Member States suggested that the 
provisions made under Pillar I would provide a sufficient safety net for farmers income.  In 
respect of the level of proposed support, the majority of delegations found the Commission’s 
proposal appropriate, although some requested flexibility to continue existing systems. 
 
In relation to the CMO the debate focused on exceptional measures (which were broadly 
supported) and market disturbance provisions where many delegations expressed a desire 
to have a clear definition of crisis.  In respect of measures concerning animal disease and 
loss of consumer confidence as a result of public, animal or plant health risks, a majority of 
Member States were satisfied with the proposed Presidency text.  During the debate a 
number of delegations requested an increased EU co-financing rate. 
 
A number of AOBs were also tabled: 1) the Danish delegation provided information to the 
Council on the general conclusions of the 31st conference of the Directors of the EU paying 
agencies, which took place in Denmark in June; 2) Poland and Lithuania asked the 
Commission to adopt appropriate measures against the deteriorating situation of the EU 
milk and dairy market.  This was followed by a Commission evaluation of the situation, 



 

which concluded no immediate EU wide action was required.  The Commission agreed to 
return, if necessary, to the issue at a later council; 3) the Spanish delegation briefed the 
Council on recent fires near Valencia and requested EU assistance.  The Commission 
agreed to examine any Spanish demand made within the framework of the rural 
development fund; 4) Commissioner Ciolos briefed the Council on the content of the EU-
China Cooperation Plan; and 5) following the adoption in June of Council conclusions on 
the protection and welfare of animals during transport the Dutch and Austrian 
delegations requested that Commission revisit the legal framework.  The Commission stated 
that a revision was not necessary at this stage.  
 
 
Fisheries 
 
The Council was briefed and held an exchange of views on the Commission communication 
concerning a consultation on fishing opportunities for 2013.  The majority of member 
states acknowledged the global improvement in the state of fisheries resources but 
supported a case by case approach in the allocation of total allowable catches for those 
stocks deemed data-poor.  Additionally, several delegations placed emphasis on the need to 
review the cod recovery plan and not have any further decreases in effort in 2013.  The 
Commission concluded the discussion by noting its intention to present two proposals: one 
on internal stocks and another on shared and international stocks, despite the widespread 
opposition of the Council.  The first formal proposal will be submitted to Council in 
September, the second in November. 
 
The Irish delegation tabled an AOB item on the mismanagement of the North East 
Atlantic mackerel stock, which asked the Commission to provide information on the 
potential trade measures that could be applied and to reconsider its current offers to Iceland 
and Faroes, which Ireland now believed were too high.  The need for sanctions was 
supported by the majority of Member States who intervened, and although most supported 
the need for a deal they did not want to see one made at any cost.  The Commission advised 
that once the trade measures had been ratified by the Parliament they would be ready to 
activate them if necessary, and in the meantime the Commissioner would meet with Iceland 
and Norway in September to try and come to an agreement. 
 
During Council I took the opportunity to meet with several ministers from other Member 
States as well as the lead officials from the Cyprus Presidency. 
 
The next Agriculture and Fisheries Council will take place in Brussels on the 24 and 25 
September 2012. 
 


